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Sir: 

In response to the Office Action on May 7, 2004, please amend the above-captioned application as 
set forth below. Enclosed is a Petition for a One Month Extension of Time. 

Please delete page 25 of the subject application and replace the page with the attached clean sheet 
adding the following paragaph: 

- Abstract of the Invention 

Apparatus for conditioning an edge of a stack of sheets to be bound so that sheets having 
coated surfaces and the like can be reliably bound. The apparatus includes a stack clamping 
mechanism configured to secure the stack of sheets and a piercing member configured to produce a 
piercing action substantially in a piercing plane. Also provided is a positioning mechanism configured 
to control relative movement of the stack clamping mechanism and the piercing mechanism so that 
the sheets of the stack pass through the piercing plane, with the drive mechanism being configured 
to drive the piercing member into the edge of the stack at least once for each sheet of the stack 
passing through the piercing plane. ~ 
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